NORFOLK FOREIGN BIRD ASSOCIATION - 2013 OPEN SHOW

This years open show was a great success and received its best entry for several years at 274. Most sections received higher entries although the Parrotlike section was disappointing. Thanks must go to the judges, Terry Sayers and Brian Gibbs for the foreign birds, and Gerald Massey for Zebra Finches and Bengalese.
A show is not successful without the members who run it. So, thanks to all the members who helped in whatever way whether it was erecting staging, sitting at the door or stewarding. Special thanks to all who helped provide the catering. We cannot of course forget the exhibitors and thanks to all of them. We hope you enjoyed the show and will return in future years.

The Lovebird section has probably been the strongest section of the show in the past few years, not necessarily in numbers but in quality. This year was no exception with the 38 entries split equally between adult and current year bred. This year the leading exhibits were all adult birds. Best Lovebird, best adult Lovebird and second best in show was the normal Peach Faced owned by Andy Morton. Second best and best eye-ring was also owned by the same exhibitor, a Lutino Fischers which had also been successful on the show bench earlier this season. In third place was David Watlow's Orange faced Peach Faced. The best current year bred Lovebird was Andy Morton's Lutino Peach Faced which was second best current year bred in show, and he also staged the third best with a Blue Peach Faced. David Watlow split these two exhibits with his second best Cinnamon Peach Faced.

The Parrotlike section was poorly supported with only 7 entries. The leading exhibit, a Goldies Lorikeet owned by Robert Walvin, was very good though. The other section awards all went to Carol Lambert with a Bourkes Parakeet and a Senegal Parrot.

The Seedeater section had its best entry for 6 years.  The trend towards more current year bred continued with 27 entries out of a section entry of 79. There were several strong classes amongst the adult entry, with the award for best, and second best seedeater, going to Nick Elliston with a cock Gold Breast Waxbill. Pushing this exhibit hard were David Lugo and David Brown who staged second and third best with a cock Blue Capped Waxbill and a Normal Java Sparrow respectively. The Blue Cap also won the award for best adult owner bred in show. The best seedeater came from the current year bred section, a lovely Pastel Silverbill owned by Steven & John Fisher. This exhibit went to become third best in show and best current year bred in show. Steve Downes owned the second and third best current year bred entries, a White Java and normal Java respectively. The White Java also won the best Java in show award.

In the Australian section of 64 entries, the award for best adult and best in section went to Steven & John Fisher with a Yellow Fawn Diamond Firetail. This bird then went on to win the best in show award. Second best adult went to Lisa Barnsdale  with a pair of Cherry Finches, also second best adult owner bred in show, whilst David Brown was third with a Hecks Grassfinch. The leading current year bred exhibit was a Parson Finch owned by David Lugo whilst Lisa Barnsdale took the awards for second and third best with a pair of Star Finches and a Hecks Grassfinch respectively.

Whilst small in number, the Softbill section contained some nice exhibits. Leading exhibit was Robert Walvin's Moustached Laughing Thrush, and he also won third best with a Royal Starling. In second place was the Splendid Sunbird owned by Chris Allaway. Best current year bred also went to Robert Walvin with a Schallows Touraco. 
The best Junior Foreign award went to Colby School with a Cockatiel.

The Zebra Finch entry was well up on last year at 60. Best Champion Adult was won by Gary Wincomb with Chestnut Flanked White, and he also took the award for second best champion adult with Dilutes. In third place was Denis Webster with Penguins.

In the Champion Breeder section the award for best and best Zebra Finch in show went to Gary Wincomb with Chestnut Flanked Whites. He also took the award for second best, again with Chestnut Flanked Whites whilst Denis Webster was third with Dilutes.

Best and third best novice adults went to P Smith with Black Cheeked whilst Lisa Barnsdale took second place with Chestnut Flanked Whites. Best and second novice breeder also went to P Smith with Black Cheeked and Dilutes respectively, and David Lugo was third with Chestnut Flanked Whites. 

The other colour awards went to David Brown for Normals and Whites, and Brian & Jean Rudling for Fawns.

Best champion single went to Gary Wincomb and best single novice to P Smith.

In a small Bengalese section, the Champion award went to David brown and the Novice award to Brian & Jean Rudling.      
