NORFOLK FOREIGN BIRD ASSOCIATION - 2017 OPEN SHOW REPORT

The 2017 Norfolk Foreign Bird Association Open Show was a memorial show in memory of Chris Allaway who was at various times chairman, president, show secretary plus various other roles within the club.  Chris died one week before the 2016 show, and the club did not have sufficient time to commemorate Chris properly last year. The high esteem with which Chris was held within the whole bird keeping community was respected in a magnificent entry of 417 of which over 380 were benched. This is the highest entry since 2000 and surely makes it the biggest specialist foreign show in the UK. Not only did the exhibitors come in large numbers, but the sponsorship received was magnificent. 

There are of course a lot of people who work tirelessly in ensuring the show runs smoothly and without whom the show would probably not survive. So first of all thanks to some of them. Firstly, Steve Downes for all his work as show secretary and in obtaining the sponsorship, and to his daughter Lara who assisted him throughout the day. Many thanks to Dale who with the assistance of Maureen, Pat, Sue and Jean produced cooked lunches for about 40 people and also provided refreshments throughout the afternoon. You all did a brilliant job. Also kitchen thanks to Brian and Jean Rudling who provided bacon rolls plus tea and coffee in the morning to helpers and exhibitors. Also thanks to the local football teams playing next door who boosted club coffers by buying bacon rolls! Thanks also to Gerry Cox who slept in the hall overnight with some of the exhibits and who manned the door in the afternoon. Not forgetting the club members who helped throughout the day to ensure that the show ran smoothly. The jobs are numerous and there are too many people to name

We would also like to thank and name the business sponsors for their generous support. In no particular order they are Morley Aviaries, Aviform, Norfine Nets, John E Haith, Birdcare Company, Johnstone Veterinary, Countrywide Seed, Stab Vida, Johnston & Jeff, Bavister Pet Centre, Easyem ECS, Brinsea, Meadows Animal Healthcare, Exotic Direct Pet Insurance, Petlife & Harkers. Also thanks to Norman Humby and Dennis Bush plus other individuals who provided various prizes. And of course to the judges for their hard work during the morning, David Wanless and Robert Walvin on the Foreign, Gerald Massey on Zebras and Dennis Webster on Bengalese. They all knew Chris well. Finally but not least, thanks to all the exhibitors as there would not be a show without your continuing support. Many return each year but new exhibitors to the show this year were John Cogman, Linda Fenwick, Raymond Lake, Larry Mann, Eric Michie, Simon Moore, David Paine, T Potter, Terry Sayer, David Smith, Tony Watts, Barry Whiting. Exhibitors travelled from as far as Portsmouth, Leicester, East Yorkshire and Lincolnshire. We hope you all enjoyed the experience and will return next year.

After the foreign section had been judged, David Wanless and Robert Walvin were left with the 7 section winners to consider for best in show. They were Steven Fisher's Yellow Faced Parrotlet, Terry Sayer's Variable Sunbird, Eric Michie's  Normal Java, Andy Morton's Violet Turquoise Pallid Peachfaced Lovebird, the Pintailed Parrotfinch and Blue Billed Firefinch owned by Graham Lee and David Brown's Cremino Silverbill. After some deliberation the final placings went to the Firefinch as best in show (and best CYOB) followed by the Pintailed Parrotfinch and the Sunbird.

The Lovebird section was judged by Dave Wanless and had 29 entries. Best was the above mentioned Violet Turquoise Pallid Peachfaced which was also best CYOB Lovebird. Best adult  was an Opaline Peachfaced owned by David Watlow with the same owner coming second with an Orange Peachfaced. Second best CYOB was David Watlow's Dilute Peachfaced with a Fischers owned by Adny Morton being third.

The Parrotlike section judged by David Wanless was small. Best and second best were both Parrotlets owned by Steven Fisher with a Yellow Faced first and a Blue second. In third place was John Cogman's Elegant. 

Entries in the Australian section increased to 95 split evenly between Adult and CYOB. This was the highest entry that this section has had, and presented judge Dave Wanless with quite a challenge. In the adult section, he selected Graham Lee's Pintailed Parrotfinch as best with John Harris taking second best with a Grey Hecks. In third place was a very nice Diamond Firetail benched by Simon Moore. In the CYOB section, Graham Lee again came out on top with another Pintailed Parrotfinch which went on to become best Australian and third best in show. The other CYOB awards went to a very nice Red Browed Finch owned by David Lugo coming second ahead of a Grey hecks staged by Dave & Hazel Harris.
The Java Sparrow section was judged by Robert Walvin. This was the second year that Javas have had their own section and the number of entries increased from 41 to an excellent 63 of which 26 were CYOB. Best in section and best adult went to Eric Michie with a Normal which looked unlucky not to have gone further. He also took second best adult with a White and  third best with a Silver. Best CYOB Java, and second best Java went to E Potter's very nice Fawn. Second and third best CYOB went to a White and a Normal, both owned by Eric Michie. The best any other colour went to Steve Downes with Creams.

It was also the second year for a Silverbill section and it doubled in size from 13 to 27 split evenly between adult and CYOB. There were many fine exhibits, and the two leading adults were both owned by Steven Fisher. Best CYOB and best Silverbill went to David Brown with a Cremino whilst Mr & Mrs Colin Rowe staged second best CYOB with a normal.

There were 50seedeaters entered with some unusual exhibits such as Great Billed Munia, Peters Twinspots and Black Cheeked Waxbills. These were judged by Robert Walvin who selected Mr & Mrs Colin Rowe's Melba Finch as best adult. In second place was a Red Billed Firefinch owned by Graham Lee. A Cordon Blue was third for David & Hazel Harris. Leading the current year entries was Graham Lee's best in show Blue Billed Firefinch, and the same exhibitor also took second place with a pair of Red Eared Waxbills. In third place was Nick Elliston's Black Cheeked Waxbill. 
This year there were 20 Softbills entered, the highest number for many years. This included Spreo and Amethyst Starlings and 3 species that have rarely, if ever been seen on the show bench before in the UK. These were pairs of Grey Headed Bristlebill, Arrow Marked Babbler and Grey Hypocoleus. Robert Walvin selected Terry Sayer's Variable Sunbird as the leading exhibit and third best in show whilst best CYOB was the Spreo Starling owned by Cath Warren.
The Zebra Finch section also received it's highest entry for many years with 79. In the Champion section, Gerald Massey selected David Paine's Dilutes as best Champion, Adult and best Zebra Finches in show. Best Champion Breeder went to Brain & Jean Rudling with Fawns. The other Champion colour winners were Brian & Jean Rudling in both the Normal and Chestnut Flanked White classes and Dennis Webster in the Penguins. Best Novice and Best Novice Adult went to Mr & Mrs P D Smith with Dilutes. The colour class winners were Maurice Cosbey in Normals, Fawns, Chestnut Flanked Whites and AOSV, whilst Tony Watts won Pied and Simon Moore Penguin. The leading Non Standard Variety clas was won by Larry Mann. Best single champion went to David Paine and best single novice to Linda Fenwick.

Entries in the Bengalese section are usually poor, but this year there was a splendid entry of 44 - the highest for over 15 years. Dennis Webster chose Rick Crook's Self Whites as Best Bengalese, Best Champion and Best Champion Adult. Rick also won second best Champion with AOC Self. whilst David Brown was third with Self Chocolates. The other leading colour winners in the Champion section were David Brown with Fawn & Whites, and Variegated Dilutes, John Harris with Self Chocolate and Rick Crook with Crested. The long trip from East Yorkshire for Linda Fenwick was rewarded with the award for Best Novice and second Best Bengalese with Self Chocolates. She also took second and third best novice with Self fawn and Self Chocolate. The colour class winner was Mr & Mrs P D Smith with Chocolate & White. Best Champion Single bird went to Steven Fisher and Best Novice Single to Brian & Jean Rudling.
At the award presentations at the end of the show, a minutes silence was held in memory of Chris and also club member Alan Lambert who died a few weeks before this years show. The awards were presented by Chris'is sisters Diane and Hazel who had also provided a fabulous perpetual cup for Best CYOB Foreign.

